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Newsletter, December 2018 
 

Dear Friends 
It’s Christmas time again and the Vintage Port Club wish all our members and friends in 

Portugal and around the world a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

The last half year has been more than busy in The Vintage Port Club with great tastings 

and several visits from Portugal among others. Our promise is that the high level of activity 

and good quality tastings will continue in 2019, and we sure hope that the good 

cooperation with our friends in Portugal will continue as well - not just for the benefit of 

our members but for the future of Port as well.  

 

In 2019 The Vintage Port Club will be celebrating our 30 years Anniversary! The 

official celebration will take place after summer, but the board has started planning some 

exciting events long time ago - events with involvement of good friends from Portugal.  

 

In this Newsletter you can read about up-coming events 

and we look back on some events from this year as well. 

 

Top 12 Vintage with Roy Hersh 
The American expert in Port, Roy Hersh, made a list of 

his “Top 12 Ports” back in 2007. It wasn’t a list with the 

best, most expensive or rare Ports, but a list with variation, 

quality and bottles still to find at reasonable prices. 

 

Friday the 5th of October, The Vintage Port Club had 

invited Roy Hersh to Denmark for the second time.  First 

time was in 2014, where he participated in our unique 

tasting of Vintage 1994 - an event to celebrate the Clubs 

25 years Anniversary.  

 

The October tasting was an invitation to re-taste and 

comment on his Top 12 together with Club members. 
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The wines served were: Graham´s Vintage 1966, Fonseca Vintage1970, Taylor Vintage 

1977, Dow´s Vintage1980, Cockburn’s Vintage1983, Fonseca Vintage1985, Croft 

Vintage1991, Taylor Vintage1992, Quinta do Vesuvio Vintage1994, Quinta do Noval 

Vintage1997, Niepoort Vintage 2000 & Portal Vintage 2003. 

 

It turned out to be a very educational evening with both great Ports and less great Ports. 

As an example, it was obvious that Cockburn´s 1983 had some problems with TCA. 

During the evening Roy Hersh told about Port in general, the wines and why they 

originally were added to the list. After the tasting, he admitted the list might need a revise.  

 

As usual, participants evaluated the wines afterwards, and this was the Top 5 for the 

evening: 

1 Graham´s 1966 

2 Fonseca 1985 

3 Taylor’s 1992 

4 Quinta do Vesuvio 1994 

5 Niepoort 2000 

 

 
Top 5 of Top 12 

 

All together a great evening and a meeting or reunion with one of the world’s biggest 

experts in Port and a good friend of the Club. We sure hope to see Roy among us again 

another time. 
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Port Festivals in Odense & Copenhagen 
During November, two Port Festivals took place in Denmark: one in Odense and one in 

Copenhagen. Both were of course attended by members of the Club.  

 

Saturday the 3rd of November, time came for the first edition of ‘Odense Portvinsfestival’ 

arranged by a couple of members of The Vintage Port Club: Nielsen & Stroejer. The 

festival took place in the new concert hall, Odeon, only a few hundred meters from the 

childhood home of Hans Christian Andersen. And as a fairy-tale, everything went well 

with many guest – both port lovers and others not so familiar with Port – and with guests 

from Portugal as well.  

 

The festival will return next year under a new name and at another venue. Odense Port 

Fair is scheduled to Saturday the 2nd of November 2019 at ‘DOK5000’. 

 

  
Port at Odeon, 2018 

 

A few days later, the traditional Port Festival at the old stock exchange in Copenhagen 

took place. A lot of guests, wine importers and friends from Portugal were present. 
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Alvaro van Zeller & Carlos Flores; Boersen 2018 

 

This year’s master class presented Carlos Flores from Andresen, who together with his 

winemaker Alvaro van Zeller served some very nice old Tawnies and Colheitas – both 

whites and reds. Participating in the tasting were Per Stenaa & Bjarne Mouridsen from 

our board and they had the lovely opportunity to taste a fine line up with 40 years White, 

40 years Tawny and Colheitas from 1968, 1963, 1937 and 1910 as the oldest.  

 

As usual both Carlos and Alvaro entertainingly shared their tremendous knowledge 

about Port. Afterwards, Jan Soegaard & Erik Pedersen from the board had a short 

meeting with Carlos Flores in relation with next year’s 30 years Anniversary.  

 

Old Colheitas from Kopke  
The last tasting on the 21st of November contained Colheitas from Kopke and was 

arranged in cooperation with Sogevinus. It was our honour to host International Business 

Manager Stefano Marello, Winemaker and Master Blender Carlos Alves and the 

Danish importer, Kim Hansen from Viniportugal as well. 

 

Stefano and Carlos commented the beautiful line up of Colheitas from nothing less than 

7 decades and answered questions from our always curious members.  
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Kim Hansen, Carlos Alves & Stefano Marello  

 

This evening we tasted this line-up:  

• Colheita 2008 White & Very Old Dry White 

• Quinta S. Luiz Vintage 2009 & Kopke Vintage 2016 

• Colheita 1941, 1957, 1965, 1975, 1978, 1985, 1998, 2003 & 2008 

 

 
Participant in the Kopke Tasting 
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After the tasting, members gave points to the wines and the result was this Top-5:  

1. Colheita 1941  

2. Colheita 1965 

3. Colheita 1957 

4. Colheita 1978 

5. Colheita 1975 

 

In general, the wines scored well, and obviously 

most participants preferred the oldest 

Colheitas. During the tasting we had time for 

‘The Vintage Port Clubs Traditional & 

Extended Very Nasty Before Christmas Quiz’ 

2018. Among the nasty questions were: Which 

Company is Job Bearsley related to? What 

year did Fonseca purchase Quinta do 

Panascal? Who was the former owner of Quinta 

do Vale Meão? And what does Socalcos mean? 

Congratulation to the four winners! 

 

Vintage from Smith Woodhouse 
First tasting in 2019 takes place on the 15th of January and will focus on Smith 

Woodhouse. The company was founded in 1784 by member of Parliament, Christopher 

Smith, but later the Woodhouse-family 

joined, and the company got is present 

name. In 1960 SW was bought by 

Graham´s and today it is part of the 

Symington Family Estate. 

 

Vintage Ports from Smith Woodhouse 

are now and then included in our 

tastings and often leaving us with good 

impressions. But it will be the first time, 

that we have an entire tasting of the 

house.  The tasting will include 10 
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Vintages Port from 1980 to 2011 and a couple of other wines. Besides Vintage Port 

SW produces LBV, 10 years Tawny and Single Quinta Vintage from Quinta da 

Madelena. 

 

Winemakers Dinner with Dirk Niepoort 
 

 

 

Friday the 22nd of February it is time for the annual 

Winemakers Dinner and we are proud and 

honoured to announce our guest this year: Dirk 

Niepoort.  

 

We will of course taste different types of Port – 

Vintage and Colheitas among others – and during 

dinner, some of the wonderful still wines from 

Niepoort will be served.  

 

The final program is not settled yet, but everything 

looks very promising and we are sure that the tasting 

and dinner will be sold out. More will follow.  

 

 

 

’Blending Session’ with Ana Rosas & Ramos Pinto 
Again, the 20th of March we will have another guest among us for a tasting in the Club. 

This time it is Ana Rosas, master blender from Ramos Pinto, who will join us for at 

blending session to teach us the secrets behind blending a good Tawny. 

 

It’s the second time, that Ana Rosas will visit us. She visited Odense nearly five years 

ago, when we had our great tasting of Vintage 1994.  

 

http://www.vintageport.dk/
mailto:info@vintageport.dk


    

The Vintage Port Club  www.vintageport.dk info@vintageport.dk 
 

 
Ana Rosas at work 2018 

 

Ramos Pinto has kindly offered the participant a lecture, where we have the opportunity 

to blend a White Reserve ourselves and afterwards, we will taste the full range of Tawnies 

and a few Vintage Ports.  

 

General Assembly & Vintage 2015 
The last tasting this spring will follow the General Assembly the 29th of April. It’s a wish 

of several members to now and then taste “the youngsters”, the new Vintage, so they can 

judge for themselves which to buy and store. The tasting will focus on Vintage 2015, 

which nearly made it as a classical Vintage declaration. How is the quality and the 

potential of the declaring houses? And are the Single Quinta Vintages value for money? 

 

Tour to Porto & the Douro Valley 2019 
For autumn next year a visit to Porto and the Douro Valley is scheduled for club members 

only. As soon as we move into the anniversary year 2019, the detailed planning will begin, 

and we look forward to an interesting and educational tour once again - hopefully with a 

lot of fine visits, tastings and renewed togetherness with old friends in the world of port. 
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News from Portugal 
After a very dry 2017, a lot of people hoped that 2018 would be back to normal. But 

again, there was nearly no rain in the beginning of the year, followed by spring with heavy 

rain, resulting in late bud break and late pintor. In his harvest report, Paul Symington 

writes: 

 
Yields were absurdly low in 2018, with many of our vineyards producing 40% less than average. 
There are few that are less than 25% down on the norm. This was the second year in a row with 
dramatically low production and there was a desperate scramble for grapes, particularly from those 
with few vineyards. Prices for Douro wine grapes rocketed upwards, which is probably a very good 
thing, certainly for the farmers who have had a torrid few years. Hopefully the higher cost of 
grapes will correct the ridiculously cheap retail prices of some Douro wines that are seriously 
damaging the future of our region, putting us on a par with the world’s low-cost and high-yielding 
flat vineyards. 

Despite (and in part because of) the incredibly low yields we have made some excellent Ports and 
Douro wines in 2018. The Touriga Franca has been particularly good, having clearly enjoyed the 
hot final ripening period, and has delivered wonderful colour and particularly lifted aromas. The 
latter is not a normal characteristic of Franca, but it will be very noticeable in our wines this year. 

 
Quinta do Centro in Alentejo 
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Sogrape – owner of Sandeman, Ferreira and Offley – has just bought a new Quinta in Alentejo, 

where they already are present with Herdade do Peso. The new Quinta, Quinta do Centro, is 

placed in the subregion Portalegre and was owned by the expert in Port and Madeira, Richard 

Mayson, who is the author of the book “Port and the Douro”.  Mayson whites about Port in the 

wine magazine Decanter as well. He visited our Club in 2014 for the big 1994 tasting. 

Vila nova de Gaia is changing. We are still waiting for The Fladgate Partnerships huge 

project, The World of Wine, but a lot of other things is happening for the benefit of 

tourists and wine lovers. Latest the port company Vasques de Carvalho has opened a 

visit centre in Rua de Santa Marinha 19 in Gaia.  

 

Our Webpage  

Remember, that we on our webpage, www.vintageport.dk,  as a service to our members and 

other Port Lovers - have published a list of declarations from both 2015 and 2016. We 

are aiming to make the lists as complete as possible, but if some wines or companies are 

missing - please inform us and we will add them to the list.  

The lists can be found here: https://vintageport.dk/om-portvin-3/argange/  

 

Facebook & Newsletter 

Did you know that you can become a member of the Facebook Group of The Vintage 

Port Club? Just apply on Facebook and we will be very happy to welcome you in a group 

of about 450 passionate port enthusiasts.  

And if you have anyone in your Company, who could benefit from reading our 

Newsletters … please mail name and e-mail address to info@vintageport.dk. 

 

PS There is only less than a year until we can celebrate our 30 years Anniversary! 

 

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Port Year 

 

From the board 
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